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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman         
Vice-Minister: Kevin O’Connell 
Secretary: Janet  O’Connell 
Treasurer:Tom Geissler 
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Cheryl Griese 
Spiritual Assistant:                            
Sr. Karen Niedzielski, OSF                     
Provincial Spiritual Assistant:                            
Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 

Gathering ~ 7pm 

3rd Saturday of the month  
9:30am~Rm. 1 & 2               
Church of St. Andrew            
Council Meeting: 3rd 
Thursday~6:15pm               
Rms. 1 & 2 at St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours                                                                       

December 16th 
Christmas Party 
Gathering :  Potluck   6pm 
Cafeteria St. Andrew’s           

Spirit Deadline                   
25th day of each month      
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor

Jesus, Mary, Joseph Save Souls  
Jesus, Mary, Joseph pray for us                  

THE SPIRIT 
   FRANCISCAN  FORMATION                                                                                                  

 Sunday, December 19th, 2021               
 Luke 1:39-45~Gospel for 4th Week in Advent 

                  The Word of God                                                               
    

Mary set out and to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah, 
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeWng, the infant leaped in her 
womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a 
loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And how does this happen to 
me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  For at the 
moment the sound of your greeWng reached my ears, the infant 
in my womb leaped for joy.  Blessed are you who believed that 
what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” 
The Gospel of the Lord  

ReflecWon 
“The coming of the Son of God is said to be in the fullness of 9me:  not 
because it brought 9me to an end, but because in it the mysteries of 
the ages were fulfilled.  Had Christ come at the beginning of 9me He 
would have come too soon; and had His coming been delayed un9l the 
very end, He would have come too late.  No, it was fiEng for the 
Savior to provide a 9me of healing between the 9me of sickness and 
the 9me of judgment.  It was fiEng for the mediator that some of his 
members should precede Him, and that others should follow.  It was 
fiEng for the perfect leader to reveal Himself when there was s9ll an 
opportunity to press on towards the prize.”   

These are the words of Saint Bonaventure; they are a reminder for us 
as we prepare for the coming of Jesus this Advent.   Time is only 
eternal for God, not for us.    Our 9me on this earth is short, just as 

________
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December 8th 2020~December 8th 2021

Prayer to Saint Joseph                                     
To you, O blessed Joseph,                                              
do we come in our tribulation, 
and having implored the help of 
your most holy Spouse, we 
confidently invoke your 
patronage also.  Through that 
charity which bound you  
to the Immaculate Virgin 
Mother of God and through the 
paternal love with which you 
embraced the Child Jesus, we 
humbly beg you graciously to 
regard the inheritance which 
Jesus Christ has purchased by 
his Blood, and with your power 
and strength to aid us in our 
necessities.  O most watchful 
guardian of the Holy Family, 
defend the chosen children of  
Jesus Christ; O most loving 
father, ward off  from us every 
contagion of error and 
corrupting influence; 
O our most mighty protector, be 
kind to us and from heaven 
assist us in our struggle with the 
power of darkness. 
As once you rescued the Child 
Jesus from deadly peril, so now 
protect  God's Holy Mother 
Church from the snares of the 
enemy and from all adversity; 
shield, too, each one of us by 
your constant protection, so 
that, supported  by your example 
and your aid, we may be able to 
live piously, to die in holiness, 
and to obtain eternal happiness 
in heaven.  Amen                                           

Christmas is.  No maOer how much our world is in sinful disarray, our 
Savior has arrived. Our hope, our salva9on, our king is here now.  It is a 
9me to rejoice!  Let us celebrate Him, give Him glory and be genuine 
hearers of His word.  This is how we thank Him for our Order and the 
Saint who started it.  Like John the Bap9st before him, Francis leapt for 
joy every day because he gave himself as a giR to Jesus.  May he help 
us to understand this Christmas the meaning of that self-giR so we may 
beOer give of ourselves in this 9me of healing before the judgment.  
Merry Christmas!  May God richly bless you all! 

               Dcn. Kim Jensen, OFS~Formation Director                                    
 __________________________________________ 

                                                                                                         
SAN DAMIANO FRATERNITY~January 2022 Formation 

PLEASE READ first half of Chapter 5                                   
~pages 93 to the middle of page 99                                      

___________________________________________                                                       

        
 San Damiano Fraternity Christmas Party 
Gathering is scheduled for Thursday, 
December 16, at 6:00 pm. 

Will be a potluck, so asking everyone to 
bring a dish to share. 
Will take place in the St. Andrews cafeteria. 
Should each member bring our own drink? 

Our next Fraternity meeWng will be on Saturday, January 22, 
from 9:30 - 11:30 am 
Hope everyone can make it with daylight driving.  We will be in 
rooms 1 and 2.   

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas…SD Council 
 _______________________________________________ 

NewsleOer Change 
The deadline for ar9cles for San Damiano NL 

has been changed from the 29th day 
to the 25th day of each month. 

Thank you, Eva Jahnke, Editor
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A Message from your Minister

This past fraternity meeting made some changes to our meeting date.  I called most of 
you to get your opinion of when you would like to have our meeting.  For the last 
few months council had been trying to figure out how to better serve our members 
who don’t drive at night anymore.  Of all the members I talked to, no one had the 
same answer to my questions.  Sunday after Mass, Sunday afternoon, Sunday late 
with a potluck, Saturday afternoon, Saturday after 5pm Mass, Saturday before Mass 
with potluck after Mass, any weekday, not in the morning, Sunday is family day, 
Saturday is yard day.  I work in the mornings, I work the week days.  

The answer did not come easy and I was just hoping we could come to some kind of 
compromise.  It was my opinion that Saturday mornings best suited most everyone.  
We would try this for the winter months and maybe move it back to Thursday for the 
summer months.  The council meeting will remain on the 3rd Thursday evening and 
the regular meeting will be the following Saturday morning.  

So starting January 2022 we will have our regular meeting on Saturday the 22nd at 
9:30am in Room 1 & 2, hope to see you all there.

Just a reminder that we can have a Christmas Party at St. Andrews.  It’s a potluck 
starting at 6pm on December 16th in the cafeteria.  If you have a fun game we could  
play, please bring it.

Also we are looking at donating some time or money to a needy charity.  Any ideas 
write them down and give them to any council member.  

Have a blessed Holiday Season.                                                                                             
Ron Zackman, Minister                                                                                                   
San Damiano Fraternity 

…A smooth sea  

never made a skilled sailor…
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Happy Birthday  

San Damiano Fraternity Members  

 December                                                                          
Tom Erickson, OFS~December 4th                              

Cecelia Jensen, OFS~December 13th                                                
Margaret Caswell, OFS~December 17th                             

Jean Bolton, OFS~December 21st                                      
Sue Stone, OFS~December 25th                                

January                                                                                        
Barb Zachman, OFS~January 2nd 

May Our Awesome God                                       
Bless You Abundantly in the coming year! 

Pope Francis Intention 
December 2021                                                

Catechists 

Let us pray for the catechists 

summoned to announce  

the Word of God:  

may they be its witnesses,  

with courage and creaWvity and in 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Jerry Witzman, OFS…April 23, 2003~My Jesus Mercy                                                                   

Lorraine Lock, OFS…July 2, 2008~My Jesus Mercy                                      

Gloria McDermott, OFS…August 15, 2010~My Jesus Mercy                 

Sr. Marcelline Virnig, OSF…April 2, 2012~My Jesus Mercy                                                                                         

Sr. Giles Weyandt, OSF…November 16, 2012~My Jesus Mercy        

Anna Gebbie, OFS…March, 2013~My Jesus Mercy                        

Betty Lefebvre, OFS…September 24, 2015~My Jesus Mercy            

Jack Longie, OFS…July 21, 2018~My Jesus Mercy                           

Louise Mulvaney…December 13, 2019 ~My Jesus Mercy                       

Dcn. Greg Steele…March 25, 2020~My Jesus Mercy                            

                                  Jeanette Polejewski…January 11, 2021~My Jesus Mercy                

Mary Witzman…April 4, 2021~My Jesus Mercy                           

May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; may angels lead you to Abraham's side.                            

Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and may your light shine upon them forever.  Amen

Please Pray For Our Beloved Deceased Fraternity Members
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San Damiano Council/ Gathering                                                         
November 18, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

6:15 PM MeeKng started with a prayer from Ritual of the Secular Franciscans 
This meeKng was held at St. Andrew’s meeKng rooms 1 and 2 

Council Members Present:  Minister:  Ron Zachman, Vice Minister: Kevin O’Connell, 
Secretary:  Janet O’Connell, Treasurer:  Tom Geissler, Spiritual Assistant, Sr. Karen, Other 
members in aVendance: Christopher Mathias, OSF. 

Janet read the Council Minutes from 10/21/21.  Tom G.made a moKon to accept the 
minutes, Kevin  seconded and the moKon carried.  Tom presented the treasurer’s report. It 
was decided to put aside $800 to cover costs for the spring retreat of 2023.  Kevin moKoned 
to accept the report, Janet seconded and the moKon carried. 

 Old Business:  2023 Spring Retreat.  The day has not been reserved, but will be 
announced once it is decided.  Speakers will be Sister Michelle and Shawn Colberg.                   
  
 New Business:  Kim Pappas SKpend- Tom will send her $50 for presiding over the 
September elecKons.  
 Spiritual Assistant (SA) update:  Ron spoke with Kathy T. regarding our need for a SA.  It 
was recommended that we conKnue to pray for one and wait unKl October of 2022. Sr. Karen 
has agreed to conKnue as our SA for the Kme being.  Ron will talk with Kathy to confirm Sr. 
Karen and will also talk with Rose Clack about the possibility once her term of minister is 
finished.  We also discussed the possibility of Deacon Kim, however, he would need to leave 
his posiKon of FormaKon Director. 
 FormaKon Workshop-Zoom meeKng on Saturday, Nov. 20th @9:30-11:00.  Janet, Kevin 
and Chris will try to aVend.  
            
 Tom moKoned to close the meeKng, Kevin seconded, the moKon carried. 

 The meeKng was closed with a prayer.  (See Pg. 6) 
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✦ Addi9onal Notes from General Fraternity Mee9ng:                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                            

Christmas Party is tentaKvely set for Thursday, December 16th at 6:00 in the cafeteria.  We are 

planning on a pot luck.  Ron will meet with Melissa to see if we can have a pot luck, Barb will 

send out a confirmaKon email once we get the go ahead. 
Moving the mee9ng date:  In order to accommodate those who don’t want to drive in the dark, 

the general meeKng will be held from 9:30-11:30 am on the Saturday following the council 

meeKng. The first Saturday meeKng will be on Saturday, January 22nd.  The council meeKng will 

stay at 6:15 on the third Thursday of the month.  
Kevin read the leVer from Pope Francis to the Secular Franciscans. 
We have the  funds to take on another apostolate.  Many suggesKons were made.  It was 

decided to bring the suggesKons to the Christmas party on December 16. 
Forma9on for November mee9ng:  read the rest of Chapter 5  in Franciscan Prayer. 

                                                     Pope Leo XIII’s Prayer to Saint Joseph                                                                                                                 

 To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our tribula9on, and having implored the help of your 

most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also.                                                                    

Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal 

love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance 

which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our 

necessi9es.                                                                                                                                                                   

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving 

father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrup9ng influence; O our most mighty protector, 

be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness. As once you rescued 

the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s Holy Church from the snares of the enemy 

and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protec9on, so that, 

supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and 

to obtain eternal happiness in heaven.  Amen.  (Source:mycatholic.life) 
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My hidden Lord Jesus, I love You and thank You                                                                                                           
with profound graDtude for uniDng Yourself with fallen humanity.                                                                            

When You first entered into this world,                                                                                                            
You remained hidden for nine months                                                                                                                     

in the immaculate womb of Your Blessed Mother.                                                                                            
She carried You, body and blood, soul and divinity,                                                                                      

within the sanctuary of her body.                                                                                                                        
She also carried You within her heart                                                                                                                              
as a result of her perfect love for You                                                                                                                  

and her perfect obedience to the will of the Father.  

Precious Lord, as I embrace this Advent Season,                                                                                          
please open my eyes to see the great value and blessing of Your IncarnaDon.                                          

Help me to discover Your hidden presence in this world and within my own soul.                                           
I desire to see, understand and experience the profound effects that Your IncarnaDon                            

has on my life and I desire to receive those effects more fully this Advent.                                                  
May I become a sanctuary in which You dwell                                                                                                      

so that I, like Your dear Mother,                                                                                                                          
may bring Your presence into the world.  

  
My loving Jesus, I choose You,                                                                                                                              

this Advent, as my King and my God.                                                                                                                          
I abandon myself to You and seek to put all my trust in Your tender care.                                                 

Draw me close to You and free me from my sin                                                                                              
so that I may love You with a pure and holy heart.  

  
Mother Mary,                                                                                                                                                             

as You carried your dear Son in your immaculate womb,                                                                                
you also carried Him in your heart.                                                                                                                    

Pray for me, this Advent,                                                                                                                                               
that I may surrender myself to the will of the Father in imitaDon of you.                                                        

You said “Yes” to all that God asked of you and never hesitated to fully embrace His divine will.            
Pray that I may imitate your perfect example so as to share a deeper union with you and your 

divine Son.  
  

Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come, Lord Jesus, 
Come, Lord Jesus! 

Amen. 


